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BACKGROUND AND INTENT
A key priority of the Governor of Western Australia,
the Honourable Kim Beazley AC, is to advocate
for the State as a rich and vibrant arts, cultural,
educational and tourism destination.

Access to the Ballroom will provide local artists with
a cost effective and unique venue, an opportunity to
engage with community, as well as an opportunity to
derive revenue.

In the current environment, the culture and arts
community has been heavily impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Many professional artists and arts
organisations have been unable to connect with their
enthusiastically faithful audiences. More importantly, this
has impacted on their capacity to earn a living.

During Phase 4 COVID-19 restrictions, the size of the
Ballroom has a capacity for a seated audience of up
to 140 while maintaining the 2 square metre rule.

To support local artists and creative industries
affected by COVID-19, the Governor and Ms Annus
have launched a new initiative to increase the use of
the Ballroom for the community.
The Ballroom will be made available for eligible local
artists and arts organisations as a venue to perform,
record, exhibit, rehearse and stream – in line with
physical distancing protocols. Possibilities also
exist to collaborate with corporate organisations for
staging of events.
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Phase 5 is yet to be confirmed and will result in the
removal of the 2 square metre rule, thus allowing a seated
audience up to 399.

OFFERING OPPORTUNITY

This initiative aims to:
•

provide local artists access to the
Government House Ballroom to hold
performances with audiences providing a
capacity to create an income stream without
venue hire fees;

•

premier venue opportunity for local artists
to continue to rehearse and or perform;

•

support and build confidence in the local
culture and arts community that recovery
of their industry is important in Western
Australia and that Government House is
keen to support rebuilding the industry;

•

support new performer’s access to the
Government House Ballroom where usually
the hire cost may be out their financial
reach;

•

utilise Govern ment House digital media
platforms to help cross-promote events; and

•

create the potential to draw younger patrons
and new audiences to Government House.

Restart the Arts with Government House will remain in place until Western Australia is well on the way to recovery.
Access to the Ballroom will be available at the outset until December 2020, with the possibility of extension.
This offering is for professional artists and arts organisations impacted negatively by COVID-19 restrictions. Preference
will be given to organisations of which the Governor is a Patron, whilst applications from other community arts
organisations or freelance local artists will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.
The Events and Engagement Team look forward to ‘restarting your art’ and can be contacted on
(08) 9429 9199 or via the venue enquiry page on our website.

Restart the Arts with Government House
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www.govhouse.wa.gov.au
13 St Georges Terrace, Perth WA 6000

Follow Us

(08) 9429 9199
mail@govhouse.wa.gov.au
*This information was current at the time of printing 20200715
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